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DIVISIONS  

●​ Performance classes will be divided as follows, by Exhibitor:  
○​ Open all ages 
○​ Amateur (19 & Over) - an exhibitor 19 or older who does not receive 

compensation for training, showing, or teaching. 
○​ Youth 14–18 age as of January 1 of this year 
○​ Youth 13 & Under  age as of January 1 of this year 
○​ New Rider - one of the first times the exhibitor has shown, cannot have shown 

more than 5 times prior to today. **HT Show Mgt aid in welcoming new people to 
the show ring - Please be courteous in allowing them a chance to boost their 
confidence.  

●​ Divisions by Exhibitor do not apply to all classes. Please review the showbill for what 
divisions are available for each class. 

●​ Ranch Rail 2 & 3 year old Horse - Exhibitor Divisions are not applicable  
●​ Ranch Horse Confirmation Classes - Exhibitor Divisions are not applicable.  

CLASSES 

●​ Walk Trot  
●​ Ranch Rail 
●​ Reining 
●​ Ranch Horse Trail 
●​ Ranch Riding Pattern 
●​ Ranch Horse Confirmation Classes see below for Horse Age classes 

TACK AND ATTIRE Appearance should be neat and professional. 
●​ Western saddles are required in all riding classes.  
●​ Horses 5 years and younger may be shown in a snaffle bit or hackamore with 2 hands.  
●​ Split reins or romal reins may be used.  
●​ Breast collars and protective leg gear are allowed in performance classes. 
●​ For halter classes, both traditional ranch halters and show halters are acceptable. 
●​ Exhibitors must wear a long-sleeved shirt, preferred with a collar, jeans, and western 

boots.  
●​ Chinks or chaps are optional. Spurs are optional.  
●​ A western hat or approved helmet is required 

 

 

 

Continued onto the next page - Each Class Explanation 
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WALK TROT 

This class is designed as an introductory division focusing only on the walk and trot. Some exhibitors 
may use it as a warm up or experience for a horse new to the show ring. All rider and horse experience is 
welcomed in this class.  

The class will be conducted as a group on the rail (perimeter of the arena). Exhibitors will be asked to 
work both directions at the walk and trot. An extended trot will likely be asked for either one direction or 
both directions. Exhibitors will line up at the conclusion of rail work.The judge may ask for a back, either 
on the rail or in the line up. 

Judges look for steady rhythm, straight lines, smooth transitions, and a calm, willing attitude. Emphasis is 
placed on control and safety. If an exhibitor takes an excessive amount of time to complete a required 
transition, the judge may impose a significant penalty. 

RANCH RAIL 

This class demonstrates a horse suitable for everyday ranch riding. 

Exhibitors will work as a group on the rail in both directions. They may be asked to perform the following 
gaits: walk, trot, extended trot, lope, hand gallop (extended lope). A reverse will be performed at the walk 
or trot. The judge may ask for a back.  

The judge will look for forward, ground-covering movement with smooth transitions and natural head 
carriage. If an exhibitor takes an excessive amount of time to complete a required transition, the judge 
may impose a significant penalty. 

REINING Pattern will be provided the day of the show 

This class demonstrates the horse’s athletic ability, control, and responsiveness while performing a 
prescribed pattern in the show arena. Each exhibitor will complete the posted pattern individually, with 
horses working one at a time. 

Judges look for a horse that is willingly guided with little or no visible resistance and remains under 
complete control throughout every maneuver. Horses will be judged from the time they enter the arena 
until the completion of the final maneuver.  

RANCH RIDING PATTERN Pattern will be provided the day of the show 

This class evaluates a horse’s ability to perform practical ranch maneuvers in a pattern format. 

Each exhibitor will complete an individual pattern posted the day of the show. Horses will work one at a 
time. Patterns may include circles, transitions, stops, backing, and possible lead changes. 

Judges look for correct leads, balanced circles, clear transitions, controlled speed changes, and an overall 
calm and willing attitude. 

Exhibitions are allowed and will be run at the end of the class.  
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RANCH HORSE TRAIL Pattern will be provided the day of the show 

This class simulates obstacles commonly encountered in ranch work. 

Each exhibitor will complete an individual obstacle course in the posted order. Obstacles may include 
gates, poles or logs, a back-through, sidepass, or bridge.  

Judges reward willing horses that approach obstacles calmly and carefully. Emphasis is placed on control, 
careful foot placement, and smooth maneuvering. 

**Horse Rider Combination may not show in Ridden Trail and In-Hand Trail see show bill Class 20 

RANCH SHOWMANSHIP Pattern will be provided the day of the show 

This class is designed to evaluate a horse/handler combination’s ability to execute a pattern prescribed by 
the judge. Exhibitor’s movements should be workmanlike and efficient and the horse should be obedient 
and cooperative. 

Exhibitors will complete an individual pattern 

This class is judged on the exhibitor’s ability to effectively communicate with the horse from the ground 
and present the horse as though performing basic unmounted ranch tasks, with the horse and handler 
working in harmony; an ideal performance features a poised, confident exhibitor leading a well-groomed, 
properly conditioned horse that completes the required pattern promptly, smoothly, and precisely, 
demonstrating proper set-up, straight leading, clean pivots, attentiveness, and a confident, professional 
presentation. 

Exhibitions are allowed and will be run at the end of the class.  

RANCH HORSE CONFORMATION (HALTER) 

Horse Age Classes as of January 1 of this year: 

Weanling and Yearling Ranch Horse Conformation (All Sexes) 

2 and 3 Year Old Ranch Horse Conformation (All Sexes) 

4 Year Old and Over Mare Ranch Horse Conformation 

4 Year Old and Over Gelding Ranch Horse Conformation 

4 Year Old and Over Stallion Ranch Horse Conformation 

An Exhibitor may only enter a class once  

Each class will move at a walk and trot individually for the judge and line up for inspection.  

Judges evaluate balance, structure, soundness, overall condition, and suitability as a practical ranch horse. 
Horses should display strong bone, correct movement, and functional ranch type. Horse should also 
display appropriate characteristics for is respective sex such as feminine qualities for a mare or filly.  
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